Who is Jesus Christ? 
Test: John 20:32
Introduction
Who is Jesus Christ? 

People throughout the world and people throughout the ages have all had to answer that question.

Jesus even posed this question to His disciples In Matthew 16:13.  Jesus had just come into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”  In the United States many Christians no longer know who Jesus really is.  A recent Barna poll of people who identified themselves as Christians found that in the Baptist denominations, the nondenominational, the Assemblies of God, and the Pentecostal/Foursquare churches, of whom: 55%, 63%, 70% and 73% percent believe that Christ is sinless.  


These percentage as dismal as they appear are much higher than some of the mainline denominations only 33 percent of the American Catholics, Lutherans and Methodists, and 28 percent of the Episcopalians agreed with the statement that Christ was without sin.  American Christians have been misled and betrayed by their leaders who have failed to teach their members what the Bible reveals about Jesus.  Christians have also misinformed by the literature and movies of the day like The Last Temptation of Christ and The Da Vinci Code which portrays Jesus as a normal human who they claim has a baby out of wedlock with Mary Magdalene!  With a Savior like this, it’s no wonder people, especially younger members, are deserting the church in droves.  
We ask the question again Who Is Jesus Christ? 
This morning we begin our study of the Gospel of John.  This Gospel was written by an eyewitness of the events of Jesus’ life.  This Gospel was written by a man who sat under Jesus’ teaching for three years.  It is a Gospel written by a man inspired by the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Savior of the world.  This is the purpose John gives for This Gospel is our passage this morning.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.


This purpose of John’s Gospel is more than just getting to know who Jesus is.  This Gospel is an argument – it is an impassioned plea - for the reader to know this Jesus but also to put His faith in Jesus for salvation.  This gospel is a study of contrasts.  It is written in language so simple that anyone of any age can read and understand its message.  Yet one can study the book and its teaching and themes for a lifetime and not exhaust the wonder of its main character.   We begin our study of Jesus Christ by introducing ourselves to the author of the Gospel.  Then we will move to the purpose of the book. 

The Apostle John testifies to the truth concerning Jesus Christ


The Man


The Disciple


His Purpose – His Gospel 
The Man
This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true. John 20:32
Now we all know that the Apostle John is the author of this Gospel.  How do we know He wrote it? 
Many modern Theologians of the day deny John’s authorship.  So let’s examine some evidence of John’s authorship. 

Jew 

First of all the author, like John, was a Jew.  This is evidenced by His knowledge of the Old Testament Bible.  He quotes both the Hebrew version and the Greek versions of the Old Testament. Most non-Jews did not know the Hebrew language.  Greek was the language of the world and the language of the common man.  
 

Second:  Coupled with that is the knowledge of the beliefs of the Jews and the Samaritans regarding the Messiah and his familiarity with Jewish customs. For example:


the Wedding at Cana and the Funeral of Lazarus


his comments on the Jewish feasts and the purification laws.  
John being a  Jew would know these beliefs. 
Third:  John was also familiar with all the land of Palestine and especially Jerusalem.  In order to know this, he would have to been living in Palestine in Jesus day like John did. 
Eye-Witness

The writer also had to be an eyewitness of Jesus’ life and activities.  The Gospel includes little details keep emerging that only someone who had to be there.   John sees Jesus as being weary and sitting down at the well in Samaria before meeting the Samaritan woman.  He saw the blood and the water flow from Jesus’ side after he had died.  He knew the name of the High Priest’s servant who se ear had been cut off.  He knew it was the right ear.  There are so many details that John gives in this Gospel that lead us to conclude that the author must have been a Jewish native of Palestine. Like The Apostle John. 
Disciple whom Jesus loved


The final reason Faithful Christian acknowledge John as the author is that He never names himself in the Gospel.  The other Gospels all refer to John as one of Jesus’ three closest most trusted disciples.  Yet the Gospel of John doesn’t mention him.  Instead it refers to ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved.’   He is described as the one who leaned on Jesus’ breast at the Last Supper.  This all tells us that He is closer to Jesus than anyone else.  Therefore the author could really only be, the Apostle John 


Consider also that Jesus would not entrust His mother’s care to anyone other than is closest friend: the disciple whom Jesus loved: The Apostle John.  So we can be confident that the Apostle John is the author of this Gospel. 

Importance

Why is it important that John wrote this Gospel?  If it wasn’t John then it had to be someone else obviously but it wasn’t Peter – who was the source for Mark’s Gospel.  It wasn’t James the other of the trio of Jesus’ closest disciples who was killed about 13 years after Jesus ascension; before any books of the New Testament were written.  Therefore if none of Jesus’ other closest disciples could have written this gospel, whoever wrote it was a fraud.  Someone who claimed he was the beloved disciple, When he wasn’t.  Therefore his testimony concerning Jesus is unreliable and his argument that we should believe in Him is unconvincingly.   Why would anyone believe a liar and a fraud about anything he says?
Summary 


The author of the Gospel was a Jewish man who was a resident of the land of Palestine. He was also one of Jesus’ closest friend and disciples named John.  Because of this both the unbeliever and the believer can have great confidence in the facts, the details and the message of His Gospel.   We have seen John, the Man we must now see John as
The Disciple

The Apostle John was born and raised in Galilees – most likely in the town of Capernaum 

As a normal Jewish man he had been trained in the synagogue in the Jewish beliefs. 

Therefore He had the same expectations as most Jews.  He lived in anticipation of the coming of the Messiah.  However like all Jews he believed a Messiah who would free them from the Roman rule and set up an earthly kingdom   John was not someone who had a unique insight into Jesus and stood out head and shoulders above all the other Jews    Jesus did not choose Him because He was one of the brightest and the best.  No John was an average Jew with strengths, weaknesses and misunderstandings about the Messiah.   


John must have had a great spiritual hunger in Him. We first meet Him when he is a disciple of John the Baptist.  This would mean that He had traveled about 75 miles from Galilee to the Jordan River .  where John the Baptist was just to hear John preach.  Having heard John he decided to stay with Him and become a disciple. 

How do we know? In Chapter 1:35 we are told And (John the Baptist) looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.  A bit later John identifies one of the disciples as Andrew but does not give the name of the other disciple.  This we have seen is typical for John not to mention himself.  He also knows some details about the day these two men spend with Jesus that would indicate he was there. 

1) He know what was said and 

2) He remembers the time of day they went to the place Jesus was staying.  

Most likely then John came to faith or was re-energized in his faith by the preaching of John the Baptist. 

Based on John’s witness he is introduced and begins following Jesus.  A bit later as recorded in Luke 5, Jesus calls both John and his brother James into full-time discipleship.  Peter, James and John become Jesus inner circle of friends.  As this inner circle they witness 


1) the TRANSFIGURATION of Jesus on the mountain 


2) the raising of Jairus’ daughter from the dead
Jesus will take these three further into the Garden of Gethsemane, so they can keep Him company and pray for him before He is arrested.  John is the only one of the Apostles who is present at the Jesus’ trial and crucifixion.  Finally He is a witness to the Ascension. Only the Apostle John cold have the knowledge of these 
Church leader 
After Jesus’ ascension John has place of importance in the early Christian church

In Acts 3 after Pentecost He accompanies Peter to the temple where Peter heals the lame man.
In Acts 4 Both Peter and John are arrested and testify to the Sanhedrin of Jesus Christ.

In Acts 8 When news arrives in Jerusalem of the conversions of the Samaritans, John is sent to Samaria with Peter and they lay their hands on the so these Samaritan Christians receive the Holy Spirit.

All of this tells us John as a leader in the church in Jerusalem.  Furthermore, in Galatians 2:9 when Paul comes to the leaders of the church after his conversion who does he meet with? 


Peter James (Jesus’ brother) and John.  There at the meeting it is decided that Paul and Barnabas will go to the Gentiles with the gospel and Peter James and John would focus on ministering to the Jews. 

Due to the persecution in Jerusalem the Apostle John ends up in the church in Ephesus as their minister.  
It is believed that while ministering in Ephesus he wrote this Gospel.  John also wrote the three Epistles that bore his name. 

At some point he was exiled to the island of Patmos in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Turkey.  There he received a vision from Jesus Christ Himself which he wrote down as the book of Revelations.  The Church Father’s tell us that John lived to be a very old man and was the only apostle who is believed not to have been martyred for the cause of Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion 

SO John begins as a disciple of John the Baptist. He then follows Jesus and becomes a disciple. 
Finally Jesus takes Him as one of his closest and most trusted disciples. After Jesus ascends into heaven John is a leader of the church whom he faithfully serves and is moved to write the Gospel of John to witness to the truth of Jesus Christ. 

His Purpose- His Gospel 
John has one purpose in writing this gospel that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.
Jesus is the Christ

John begins His Gospel in Chapter 1 verses 1-18 with an introduction – called a PROLOGUE 


 In this prologue John introduces Jesus as the Word.  This Word is identified as God.  The Word was in existence before creation and the Word is God.  He then describes Word’s role in the creation.  The word then takes on flesh as the men, Jesus Christ.  The prologue begins with the confession that Jesus Christ is God. 

Beginning with 1:19 through chapter 4, John describes the Presentation of the Word that is, he present stories where Jesus reveals himself to the Jews at the wedding in Cana, Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman among others.  Each of these persons has to respond to this revelation and accept Him as the Christ or reject Him.   


In chapter 5-7 we are given episodes in Jesus’ life where people are Pondering the Word 

In chapter 5 it is the Jews in Jerusalem. 

In chapter 6 it is the multitudes in Galilee. 

In chapter7 it is the whole land of Palestine that must respond to Jesus. 


As we move along in Jesus’ life resistance to Jesus that has been present begins to grow and chapter 8-12 record the Persecution of the Word.  


In chapter 8, the Jews – i.e. the Jewish leaders – try to entrap Jesus in His words. 


In Chapter 9, they persecute His followers – like the healed blind man.

In Chapter 10, they accuse Jesus of being demon possessed.

In Chapter 11, they sentence Jesus to death. 

In chapter 12 Jesus is surrounded by unbelief. 


The scene changes in the next section, as John records the events in the upper room where the disciples have Privacy with the Word.  


Jesus teaches them about being a servant and in discernment in chapter 13.

The he describes the future near and far in chapter 14. 


In Chapter 15, He encourages them to abide in Him. 


Chapter 16, Has Jesus describing the coming comforter to them and 



In Chapter 17, He offers up a prayer to God on behalf of them and all believers. 

Finally, we have the Public polarity concerning Word.  People either put their faith in Jesus or they reject Him and work to kill him at his arrest and trial in Chapter 18. 
Chapter 19 we have the contrast of the Jews mocking Jesus at His crucifixion and the followers of Jesus comforting him.  
In Chapter 20 we have belief and disbelief at His resurrection.  
At the end of Chapter 20, we have Thomas in response to the proof of the resurrection provided by Jesus offers the exclamation that Jesus is “my Lord and my God.”
Epilogue
Chapter 21 was most likely written in response to the death of Peter 

To comfort those Christians who had now seen the death of both Peter and Paul at the hands of the Roman government and needed encouragement to persevere in their faith.  The Gospel of John was written to prove that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God.  It begins and ends with the testimony that Jesus is God.  Throughout the book Jesus is confessed as the Messiah or as the Christ by Andrew, the Samaritans, Peter, The Jewish believers in Jerusalem, Martha.  Over 20 times Jesus presents Himself as the way to eternal life or He reveals that He give eternal life to those who believe.  The message is simple and it is repeated throughout the whole gospel.  Everyone who reads it, like the Jews of Jesus day, sees the claims of Jesus Christ and must decide whether or not they will put their faith in Him and be given eternal life or that they will reject him and suffer eternal condemnation. 

As we study the Gospel of John we will take notice of paired contrasts that run through this book: words like light/darkness, life/death, truth/lie, spirit/flesh, 


John is going to use irony and misunderstanding to bring home his testimony to Jesus. 
In Jn. 11:49, 50, Caiaphas the high priest says it is better that one should die than that the whole nation should perish.  At one level, Caiaphas knows all (as he estimates the situation).  At another level, Caiaphas knows nothing (as the situation turns out).   The irony is that One does die and the nation(s) (ethnos[Greek] = Gentiles) are saved!

One of the more interesting themes will be in Jesus showing that He is the fulfillment of the tabernacle, and temple worship.  In Chapter 1, He came down and literally tabernacled with us.  In the Gospel, He will reveal that: 


He is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world 


He is the bread of life


He is the light of the world 


He is the high priest that intercedes for the church 


He gives the living water 

Everything in the temple – the building, the furniture, the sacrifices, all pointed to Jesus.  Jesus shows how he fulfills them in the book of John. 

Conclusion 
SO next week we begin our study of John.  Here in this Gospel we will be confronted by the true and living Savior Jesus Christ.  Here too we will all be forced into responding to His claims and act on them. 


Will we believe His claims and put our faith in him as Jesus Christ the Son of God?

Or will we be a follower of Jesus but never a believer? 


Or will we reject Him His claims and the life He commands? 

The decisions that are made are life changing and eternal.  Let us come reverently let us come looking and listening.  Let us come in faith and come to faith in this Jesus Christ and in doing so we will be given eternal life though him.
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